
The Viking Isles: An Unforgettable Journey
Through Orkney and Shetland

In the far north of Scotland, beyond the reach of the mainland, lie the
Orkney and Shetland Islands, a remote and windswept archipelago
steeped in history and legend. This is the land of the Vikings, who left their
mark on these islands in the form of ancient ruins, enigmatic standing
stones, and a rich cultural heritage that endures to this day.
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In his captivating book, "The Viking Isles: Travels in Orkney and Shetland,"
acclaimed travel writer Jonathan Glancey embarks on an unforgettable
journey through these enigmatic islands. With his keen eye for detail and
evocative prose, Glancey brings to life the unique character and beauty of
the Viking Isles, capturing their spirit and unraveling their fascinating past.

A Journey Through Time

Glancey begins his journey in Kirkwall, the capital of Orkney, a bustling port
town with a rich maritime history. Here, he explores the magnificent St.
Magnus Cathedral, a testament to the architectural prowess of the Vikings,
and visits the Bishop's Palace, an evocative ruin that evokes the grandeur
of a bygone era.

Venturing further afield, Glancey explores the Neolithic village of Skara
Brae, a UNESCO World Heritage Site that offers a glimpse into the lives of
the islands' prehistoric inhabitants. He marvels at the ancient standing
stones of Stenness and Ring of Brodgar, silent witnesses to the mysteries
and beliefs of the Picts and Vikings.

Unveiling the Viking Heritage
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Throughout his journey, Glancey delves into the rich Viking heritage of the
islands. He visits the Viking settlements of Jarlshof and Mousa, where
centuries-old longhouses and round towers stand as testament to the
Vikings' architectural ingenuity and seafaring prowess.

Glancey also explores the Viking art and culture, discovering intricate
carvings on rune stones and feasting on traditional Norse cuisine. He
attends a lively Viking festival in Lerwick, the capital of Shetland, and
immerses himself in the vibrant music and storytelling traditions that keep
the Viking spirit alive.

The Natural Beauty of the Isles

Beyond the historical treasures, Glancey captures the breathtaking natural
beauty of the Viking Isles. He describes the rugged coastlines, windswept
moors, and tranquil lochs that define the landscape. He marvels at the
abundant wildlife, including puffins, seals, and whales, that thrive in the
pristine waters surrounding the islands.

Glancey also ventures into the offshore islands, each with its unique
character and allure. He explores the remote island of Foula, known for its
towering sea cliffs and nesting seabirds, and visits the picturesque Fair Isle,
famous for its traditional knitwear.

A Tapestry of Culture and History

"The Viking Isles" paints a vivid portrait of the modern-day Orkney and
Shetland Islands, where the legacy of the Vikings intertwines with
contemporary life. Glancey interviews local residents, historians, and
artists, gaining insights into the unique culture and perspectives that shape
these communities.



He explores the islands' thriving arts scene, showcasing the work of
talented painters, sculptors, and musicians who draw inspiration from the
Viking past and the natural beauty of their surroundings. Glancey also
examines the challenges facing the islanders, including the decline of
traditional industries and the effects of climate change.

"The Viking Isles: Travels in Orkney and Shetland" is an enthralling and
informative travelogue that transports readers to a remote and fascinating
corner of the world. Jonathan Glancey's evocative writing and stunning
photography capture the essence of these enigmatic islands, revealing
their rich history, captivating culture, and breathtaking natural beauty.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in Viking history, travel, or
the allure of remote and unspoiled destinations. It is a celebration of the
Viking Isles, a testament to their enduring spirit, and a reminder of the
profound impact that history and geography have on the human
experience.
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