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Step into the alluring world of Broadway, where dreams are made and stars
are born. "Razzle Dazzle," a captivating and meticulously researched book
by Michael Riedel, offers an unprecedented glimpse into the fierce battle
for Broadway dominance.

Riedel, a seasoned theater critic with an unmatched insider's perspective,
takes readers on a fascinating journey through the annals of Broadway
history, from its humble beginnings to its dazzling present.

The Birth of Broadway
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Broadway's roots can be traced back to the mid-19th century, when
theaters began to sprout along 42nd Street in Manhattan. These early
playhouses were often dilapidated and crude, but they ignited a passion for
live entertainment that would only grow stronger with time.

As the 20th century dawned, Broadway entered a golden age. Legendary
theaters like the Winter Garden and the Ziegfeld Follies opened their doors,
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showcasing spectacular productions and launching the careers of
countless stars.

The Rise of the Shuberts
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Broadway's history is intertwined with the story of the Shubert brothers, Lee
and J.J., who became the most powerful theater owners in the world. They
acquired and built theaters in rapid succession, creating a virtual monopoly
on the industry.

The Shuberts were known for their ruthless tactics and their relentless
pursuit of profit. They often engaged in fierce battles with other theater
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owners and producers, including David Belasco and Florenz Ziegfeld.

The Great Depression and the War Years
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Broadway's golden age was cut short by the Great Depression, which
devastated the entertainment industry. Many theaters closed their doors,
and thousands of actors and performers found themselves out of work.

During World War |l, Broadway played a role in boosting morale. Theaters
hosted patriotic shows and fundraisers, and the city became a hub for

servicemen on leave.

The Post-War Boom and the Rise of Blockbusters
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After the war, Broadway experienced a resurgence. New theaters were
built, and a new generation of shows emerged, including "Oklahoma!" and
"South Pacific."

The 1950s and 1960s saw the rise of blockbuster musicals, such as "The
King and I" and "The Sound of Music." These shows ran for years, breaking
box office records and solidifying the dominance of Broadway.
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The Shifting Landscape of Broadway

The face of Broadway has continued to evolve in recent decades. Non-
profit theater companies have gained prominence, and new technologies
have transformed the industry.

"Razzle Dazzle" explores these changes and their impact on the Broadway
ecosystem. Riedel analyzes the challenges facing the industry today,
including the rising costs of production, the competition from other forms of
entertainment, and the changing demographics of theater audiences.

Captivating Anecdotes and Unforgettable Characters
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"Razzle Dazzle" is not merely a historical account of Broadway. Riedel
brings the story to life with captivating anecdotes and unforgettable
characters.

Readers will encounter legendary producers like David Belasco and Billy
Rose, brilliant directors like George Abbott and Elia Kazan, and iconic stars
like Ethel Merman and Katharine Hepburn.
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A Must-Read for Theater Lovers and Industry Insiders
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"Razzle Dazzle" is an indispensable read for anyone who loves theater or
is interested in the inner workings of Broadway. Riedel's meticulous
research and captivating writing style make this book a true gem.

Whether you're a seasoned Broadway aficionado or a first-time visitor to
the Great White Way, "Razzle Dazzle" will immerse you in the glamour, the
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drama, and the relentless battle for dominance that defines this iconic
entertainment mecca.

Free Download your copy of "Razzle Dazzle: The Battle for Broadway"
today and embark on a breathtaking journey through the glittering world of
Broadway.
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