How One Jewish Immigrant Named Isaias
Hellman Created California

Isaias Hellman was a Jewish immigrant who arrived in San Francisco in
1859 with $50 in his pocket. He quickly made a name for himself as a
successful businessman and civic leader, and he played a major role in the
development of California.

Hellman was born in Bavaria in 1840. He came to the United States with
his family when he was 19 years old. He worked as a peddler and then as
a clerk in a general store in San Francisco. In 1865, he founded his own
business, a clothing store called Hellman Brothers. The store was
successful, and Hellman soon became one of the wealthiest men in San

Francisco.
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Hellman was not only a successful businessman, but he was also a
generous philanthropist. He donated money to many charities, including the
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University of California, Berkeley, and the San Francisco Symphony. He
also helped to found the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco.

Hellman was a strong advocate for civil rights. He fought against
discrimination against Jews and other minorities. He also supported the
labor movement and the rights of women.

Hellman was a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant
businessman and a generous philanthropist, but he was also a ruthless
competitor and a sometimes harsh critic of his opponents. Despite his
flaws, Hellman was a major force in the development of California. He
helped to build the state's economy, its culture, and its social institutions.

The Early Years

Isaias Hellman was born on September 25, 1840, in Burgbernheim,
Bavaria. His parents were Jewish immigrants from Poland. Hellman's father
was a merchant, and his mother was a homemaker. Hellman had six
siblings: four brothers and two sisters.

Hellman's family was poor, and he had to work from a young age to help
support them. He started working as a peddler when he was just 10 years
old. He would travel from town to town, selling goods to farmers and
villagers.

In 1859, when Hellman was 19 years old, he decided to leave Bavaria and
seek his fortune in America. He arrived in San Francisco with just $50 in his
pocket. Hellman got a job as a clerk in a general store. He worked long
hours, but he was ambitious and determined to succeed.

The Businessman



In 1865, Hellman founded his own business, a clothing store called
Hellman Brothers. The store was located on Market Street, in the heart of
San Francisco's business district. Hellman's store was successful from the
start. He sold high-quality clothing at affordable prices, and he had a knack
for customer service.

Hellman's business grew rapidly. He opened new stores in other parts of
San Francisco and in other cities around the state. By the 1890s, Hellman
Brothers was one of the largest clothing retailers in the United States.

Hellman was not only a successful businessman, but he was also a shrewd
investor. He invested in real estate, railroads, and other businesses. He
became one of the wealthiest men in San Francisco.

The Philanthropist

Hellman was a generous philanthropist. He donated money to many
charities, including the University of California, Berkeley, and the San
Francisco Symphony. He also helped to found the Jewish Community
Center of San Francisco.

Hellman was particularly interested in education. He believed that
education was the key to success. He donated money to build schools and
libraries in San Francisco and other parts of California.

Hellman's philanthropy had a major impact on the development of
California. He helped to build the state's economy, its culture, and its social
institutions.

The Civic Leader



Hellman was not only a successful businessman and philanthropist, but he
was also a civic leader. He served on the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors and the San Francisco Board of Education. He was also a
member of the Board of Regents of the University of California, Berkeley.

Hellman was a strong advocate for civil rights. He fought against
discrimination against Jews and other minorities. He also supported the
labor movement and the rights of women.

Hellman was a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant
businessman and a generous philanthropist, but he was also a ruthless
competitor and a sometimes harsh critic of his opponents. Despite his
flaws, Hellman was a major force in the development of California. He
helped to build the state's economy, its culture, and its social institutions.

The Legacy

Isaias Hellman died in San Francisco on February 9, 1924. He was 83
years old. He left behind a legacy of success and philanthropy. Hellman
was one of the most important figures in the development of California. He
helped to build the state's economy, its culture, and its social institutions.

Hellman's legacy lives on today. The Hellman Family Foundation, which he
established in 1922, continues to support education, the arts, and other
charitable causes. The Hellman Collection, which is housed at the Bancroft
Library at the University of California, Berkeley, is a valuable resource for
scholars and historians.

Isaias Hellman was a remarkable man. He came to America with nothing
but his ambition and his determination. He became one of the wealthiest



and most influential men in California. He was a generous philanthropist
and a strong advocate for civil rights. Hellman's legacy continues to inspire
people today.
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