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In the vast and often overlooked annals of American history, there lies a
vibrant and often untold story - that of the African American experience in
Utah. For centuries, Black people have played an integral role in shaping
the fabric of the Beehive State, and yet their stories have remained largely
hidden from view.
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Now, in a groundbreaking new book, 'Black Utah Stories From Thriving
Community', historian and author Antoinette Thomas weaves together a
rich tapestry of these hidden narratives. Drawing from extensive research,
oral histories, and personal accounts, Thomas brings to life the
experiences of Black Utahns from all walks of life, painting a vivid and
multifaceted portrait of a thriving community.

From the early days of settlement, when free Black pioneers and enslaved
individuals alike made their way to Utah, to the vibrant Black communities
that flourished in cities like Salt Lake City and Ogden, Thomas traces the
evolution of African American life in Utah. She delves into the challenges
faced by Black Utahns - discrimination, segregation, and economic
inequality - as well as their resilience, determination, and unwavering
pursuit of a better life.

Through the voices of Black Utahns themselves, Thomas explores the
diverse experiences of this community. Readers will meet prominent figures
like Scipio Africanus Wells, the first Black man to serve in the Utah
Territorial Legislature, and Maxine Watson, the first Black woman to run for
office in Salt Lake County. They will also encounter the stories of everyday
people - farmers, teachers, musicians, and community activists - who have
made invaluable contributions to the state.

More than just a historical record, 'Black Utah Stories From Thriving
Community' is a celebration of the rich culture and traditions of the Black
community in Utah. Thomas delves into the vibrant music scene, the
flourishing Black churches, and the enduring sense of community that has
sustained Black Utahns throughout history.



This book is a powerful testament to the resilience and contributions of
African Americans in Utah. It is a long overdue recognition of their hidden
history and a call to action for a more inclusive and representative
understanding of Utah's past and present.

For anyone interested in African American history, Utah history, or the
broader story of diversity and inclusion in the American West, 'Black Utah
Stories From Thriving Community' is an essential read. It is a book that will
challenge assumptions, inspire dialogue, and forever change our
understanding of the Beehive State.

Antoinette Thomas is an award-winning historian and author who has
dedicated her career to uncovering the hidden stories of African Americans
in Utah. She is the author of several books and articles on the subject,
including 'The Black Pioneers: A Legacy of Courage and Persistence' and
'Black Women in Utah: A History of Resilience and Achievement'.

To learn more about 'Black Utah Stories From Thriving Community' and
Antoinette Thomas's work, visit her website: www.antoinettethomas.com
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